CHAPTER XI

FREDERICK AND EUROPE,  1763-1786

THE chief significance of the Peace of Hubertus-
burg for Prussia was not expressed in any of
its clauses. The signature of the treaty im-
plied that Europe renounced the endeavour to de-
prive her of the rank among the Great Powers which
she had arrogated to herself in 1740. Their survival
of the great ordeal conferred a new consequence
upon Frederick and his State. " Frederick himself,"
Mr. James Sime happily says, " acquired both in
Germany and in Europe the indefinable influence
which springs from the recognition of great gifts
that have been proved by great deeds." The brief
sketch of his domestic labours that has been given in
Chapter X. suggests that he was not lacking in the
energy which was needed to maintain this influence
and to derive full profit from it. The history of his
dealings with foreign Powers during the latter half
of his reign is the story of how this was done.

From the moment at which he signed the treaty
down to the day of his death, Frederick felt that
Austria was still his enemy. Joseph II., the eldest
son of the Queen, who was unanimously elected
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